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'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the
father loves his child as well. ? This is how we know that we love the children of God: by
loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep his
commands. And his commands are not burdensome, “for everyone born of
God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our
faith. >Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the
Son of God.

° This is the one who came by water and blood Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only,
but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
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13| write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may
know that you have eternal life. * This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that
if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. > And if we know that he hears us
whatever we ask we know that we have what we asked of him.® If you see any brother or
sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, you should pray and God will give them
life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am
not saying that you should pray about that. " All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that
does not lead to death.'® We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the
One who was born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. ** We know
that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil
one. 2°We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that
we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus
Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.?* Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.
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'Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of
Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except
at my word.”

> Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: 3“Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the
Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan. * You will drink from the brook, and I have directed the
ravens to supply you with food there.”

°So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan,
and stayed there. 6 The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and
meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook.

" Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land.
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% Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he
repaired the altar of the Lord, which had been torn down. ' Elijah took twelve
stones, one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of
the Lord had come, saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” * With the stones he built
an altar in the name of the Lord, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold
two seahs of seed. ** He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on
the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the
offering and on the wood.”
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! And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” > So
Ahab went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the
ground and put his face between his knees.

*3“Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant. And he went up and looked.

“There is nothing there,” he said.

Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.”

*4 The seventh time the servant reported, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the
sea.”

S0, Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops
you.’”

'S Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain started falling and
Ahab rode off to Jezreel. * The power of the Lord came on Elijah and, tucking his cloak into
his belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel.
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'Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the
prophets with the sword. 2So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, “May the
gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow | do not make
your life like that of one of them.”

°Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he
left his servant there, * while he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness.
He came to a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have
had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my life;]1 am no better than my
ancestors.” ® Then he lay down under the bush and fell asleep.

All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” ® He looked around,
and there by his head was some bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He
ate and drank and then lay down again.
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'"Now Ben-Hadad king of Aram mustered his entire army. Accompanied by thirty-two
kings with their horses and chariots, he went up and besieged Samaria and attacked
it. 2He sent messengers into the city to Ahab king of Israel, saying, “This is what Ben-
Hadad says: 3 “Your silver and gold are mine, and the best of your wives and children
are mine.””* The king of Israel answered, “Just as you say, my lord the king. I and all T
have are yours.”® The messengers came again and said, “This is what Ben-Hadad says:
‘I sent to demand your silver and gold, your wives and your children.  But about this
time tomorrow | am going to send my officials to search your palace and the houses of
your officials. They will seize everything you value and carry it away.”” ’ The king of
Israel summoned all the elders of the land and said to them, “See how this man is

looking for trouble! When he sent for my wives and my children, my silver and my
gold, I did not refuse him.”
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3 Meanwhile a prophet came to Ahab king of Israel and announced, “This is what
the Lord says: ‘Do you see this vast army? I will give it into your hand today, and then you
will know that | am the Lord.””** “But who will do this?”” asked Ahab.The prophet replied,
“This is what the Lord says: ‘The junior officers under the provincial commanders will do
it.”” “And who will start the battle?” he asked. The prophet answered, “You will.”
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34T will return the cities my father took from your father,” Ben-Hadad offered. “You may
set up your own market areas in Damascus, as my father did in Samaria.”
Ahab said, “On the basis of a treaty I will set you free.” So, he made a treaty with him, and
let him go.** By the word of the Lord one of the companies of the prophets said to his
companion, “Strike me with your weapon,” but he refused.
% So the prophet said, “Because you have not obeyed the Lord, as soon as you leave me a
lion will kill you.” And after the man went away, a lion found him and killed him.
" The prophet found another man and said, “Strike me, please.” So, the man struck him

and wounded him. 3 Then the prophet went and stood by the road waiting for the king. He
disguised himself with his headband down over his eyes.
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'For three years there was no war between Aram and Israel. 2But in the third year
Jehoshaphat king of Judah went down to see the king of Israel. * The king of Israel had said
to his officials, “Don’t you know that Ramoth Gilead belongs to us and yet we are doing

nothing to retake it from the king of Aram?”
* So he asked Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with me to fight against Ramoth Gilead?”
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4 Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah in the face. “Which way
did the spirit from the Lord go when he went from me to speak to you?” he asked.
> Micaiah replied, “You will find out on the day you go to hide in an inner room.”
5 The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon the ruler of
the city and to Joash the king’s son ?” and say, ‘This is what the king says: Put this fellow in

prison and give him nothing but bread and water until I return safely.””
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'After Ahab’s death, Moab rebelled against Israel. 2Now Ahaziah had fallen through the

lattice of his upper room in Samaria and injured himself. So, he sent messengers, saying to
them, “Go and consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron, to see if | will recover from this
injury.”

° But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Go up and meet the messengers of
the king of Samaria and ask them, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going
off to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?” * Therefore this is what the Lord says: ‘You
will not leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!”” So, Elijah went.

° When the messengers returned to the king, he asked them, “Why have you come back?”
°“A man came to meet us,” they replied. “And he said to us, ‘Go back to the king who sent
you and tell him, “This is what the Lord says: Is it because there is no God in Israel that you
are sending messengers to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore, you will not
leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!”””

" The king asked them, “What kind of man was it who came to meet you and told you this?”
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"When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.”
But Elisha said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So, they went
down to Bethel.® The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you
know that the Lord is going to take your master from you today?” “Yes, I know,” Elisha replied,
“so be quiet.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.”

And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So, they went
to Jericho.
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12Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of
I[srael!” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his garment and tore it in two.
'3 Elisha then picked up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen from him and went back and stood on
the bank of the Jordan. ** He took the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and struck the water
with it. “Where now is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he struck the water, it
divided to the right and to the left, and he crossed over.

> The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The spirit of Elijah
is resting on Elisha.” And they went to meet him and bowed to the ground before
him. ¢ “Look,” they said, “we your servants have fifty able men. Let them go and look for
your master. Perhaps the Spirit of the Lord has picked him up and set him down on some
mountain or in some valley.” “No,” Elisha replied, “do not send them.”

7 But they persisted until he was too embarrassed to refuse. So, he said, “Send them.” And
they sent fifty men, who searched for three days but did not find him. ¥ When they returned
to Elisha, who was staying in Jericho, he said to them, “Didn’t I tell you not to go?”
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' The people of the city said to Elisha, “Look, our lord, this town is well situated, as you
can see, but the water is bad and the land is unproductive.”

20 “Bring me a new bowl,” he said, “and put salt in it.” So, they brought it to him.

L Then he went out to the spring and threw the salt into it, saying, “This is what
the Lord says: ‘I have healed this water. Never again will it cause death or make the land
unproductive.”” 22 And the water has remained pure to this day, according to the word Elisha
had spoken.? From there Elisha went up to Bethel. As he was walking along the road, some
boys came out of the town and jeered at him. “Get out of here, baldy!” they said. “Get out
of here, baldy!” 2 He turned around, looked at them and called down a curse on them in the
name of the Lord. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the
boys. 2> And he went on to Mount Carmel and from there returned to Samaria.
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Joram son of Ahab became king of Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat

king of Judah, and he reigned twelve years. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, but not as
his father and mother had done. He got rid of the sacred stone of Baal that his father had
made. ® Nevertheless he clung to the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused
Israel to commit; he did not turn away from them.
* Now Mesha king of Moab raised sheep, and he had to pay the king of Israel a tribute of a
hundred thousand lambs and the wool of a hundred thousand rams. ° But after Ahab died,
the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. ® So at that time King Joram set out
from Samaria and mobilized all Israel. ” He also sent this message to Jehoshaphat king of
Judah: “The king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will you go with me to fight against
Moab?” “I will go with you,” he replied. “I am as you are, my people as your people, my
horses as your horses.”
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'3 Elisha said to the king of Israel, “Why do you want to involve me? Go to the prophets of
your father and the prophets of your mother.”

“No,” the king of Israel answered, “because it was the Lord who called us three kings
together to deliver us into the hands of Moab.”

!4 Elisha said, “As surely as the Lord Almighty lives, whom | serve, if | did not have respect
for the presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, | would not pay any attention to you. *° But
now bring me a harpist.”

\While the harpist was playing, the hand of the Lord came on Elisha ¢ and he said, “This is
what the Lord says: | will fill this valley with pools of water. 17 For this is what the Lord says:
'You will see neither wind nor rain, yet this valley will be filled with water, and you, your
cattle and your other animals will drink. 8 This is an easy thing in the eyes of the Lord; he
will also deliver Moab into your hands. *° You will overthrow every fortified city and every
major town. You will cut down every good tree, stop up all the springs, and ruin every good
field with stones.”

20 The next morning, about the time for offering the sacrifice, there it was water flowing from
the direction of Edom! And the land was filled with water.
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L Now all the Moabites had heard that the kings had come to fight against them; so, every
man, young and old, who could bear arms was called up and stationed on the border. 2> When
they got up early in the morning, the sun was shining on the water. To the Moabites across
the way, the water looked red like blood. % “That’s blood!” they said. “Those kings must
have fought and slaughtered each other. Now to the plunder, Moab!”

%4 But when the Moabites came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose up and fought them
until they fled. And the Israelites invaded the land and slaughtered the Moabites. 2° They
destroyed the towns, and each man threw a stone on every good field until it was covered.
They stopped up all the springs and cut down every good tree. Only Kir Hareseth was left
with its stones in place, but men armed with slings surrounded it and attacked it.
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'The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to Elisha, “Your
servant my husband is dead, and you know that he revered the Lord. But now his
creditor is coming to take my two boys as his slaves.”

? Elisha replied to her, “How can I help you? Tell me, what do you have in your
house?”

“Your servant has nothing there at all,” she said, “except a small jar of olive oil.”
°Elisha said, “Go around and ask all your neighbors for empty jars. Don’t ask for
just a few. * Then go inside and shut the door behind you and your sons. Pour oil
into all the jars, and as each is filled, put it to one side.”

° She left him and shut the door behind her and her sons. They brought the jars to
her and she kept pouring. °When all the jars were full, she said to her son, “Bring
me another one.”

But he replied, “There is not a jar left.” Then the oil stopped flowing.

’ She went and told the man of God, and he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debts.
'You and your sons can live on what is left.”
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® One day Elisha went to Shunem. And a well-to-do woman was there, who urged him to
stay for a meal. So, whenever he came by, he stopped there to eat. ° She said to her hushand,
“I know that this man who often comes our way is a holy man of God. *° Let’s make a small
room on the roof and put in it a bed and a table, a chair and a lamp for him. Then he can
stay there whenever he comes to us.”* One day when Elisha came, he went up to his room
and lay down there. > He said to his servant Gehazi, “Call the Shunammite.” So, he called
her, and she stood before him. ** Elisha said to him, “Tell her, ‘You have gone to all this
trouble for us. Now what can be done for you? Can we speak on your behalf to the king or
the commander of the army?’”” She replied, “I have a home among my own people.”

14 <“What can be done for her?” Elisha asked. Gehazi said, “She has no son, and her husband
is old.”®Then Elisha said, “Call her.” So, he called her, and she stood in the
doorway. 6 “About this time next year,” Elisha said, “you will hold a son in your arms.”
“No, my lord!” she objected. “Please, man of God, don’t mislead your servant!”

" But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time she gave birth to
a son, just as Elisha had told her.
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8 The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. ° He
said to his father, “My head! My head!”

His father told a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 2° After the servant had lifted him up

and carried him to his mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon, and then he died. ?* She
went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the door and went out.
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2\When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. ** He went in,
shut the door on the two of them and prayed to the Lord. ** Then he got on the bed and lay
on the boy, mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. As he stretched himself out on
him, the boy’s body grew warm. *° Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in the room
and then got on the bed and stretched out on him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and
opened his eyes.

% Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. When she came,
he said, “Take your son.” ¥ She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the ground. Then she
took her son and went out.
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%8 Elisha returned to Gilgal and there was a famine in that region. While the company of the
prophets was meeting with him, he said to his servant, “Put on the large pot and cook some
stew for these prophets.”® One of them went out into the fields to gather herbs and found a
wild vine and picked as many of its gourds as his garment could hold. When he returned, he
cut them up into the pot of stew, though no one knew what they were. “° The stew was poured
out for the men, but as they began to eat it, they cried out, “Man of God, there is death in the
pot!” And they could not eat it.*! Elisha said, “Get some flour.” He put it into the pot and
said, “Serve it to the people to eat.” And there was nothing harmful in the pot. “> A man came
from Baal Shalishah, bringing the man of God twenty loaves of barley bread baked from the
first ripe grain, along with some heads of new grain. “Give it to the people to eat,” Elisha
said.*® “How can I set this before a hundred men?” his servant asked. But Elisha answered,
“Give it to the people to eat. For this is what the Lord says: ‘They will eat and have some left
over.”” ** Then he set it before them, and they ate and had some left over, according to the
word of the Lord.
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1The company of the prophets said to Elisha, “Look, the place where we meet with you is
too small for us. % Let us go to the Jordan, where each of us can get a pole; and let us build a
place there for us to meet.” And he said, “Go.”® Then one of them said, “Won’t you please
come with your servants?”” “I will,” Elisha replied. * And he went with them.

They went to the Jordan and began to cut down trees. ® As one of them was cutting down a
tree, the iron axhead fell into the water. “Oh no, my lord!” he cried out. “It was borrowed!”

° The man of God asked, “Where did it fall?” When he showed him the place, Elisha cut a
stick and threw it there, and made the iron float. ” “Lift it out,” he said. Then the man reached
out his hand and took it.
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® Now there were four men with leprosy at the entrance of the city gate. They said to each
other, “Why stay here until we die? * If we say, ‘We’ll go into the city’ the famine is there,
and we will die. And if we stay here, we will die. So, let’s go over to the camp of the
Arameans and surrender. If they spare us, we live; if they kill us, then we die.”

° At dusk they got up and went to the camp of the Arameans. When they reached the edge of
the camp, no one was there, ®for the Lord had caused the Arameans to hear the sound of
chariots and horses and a great army, so that they said to one another, “Look, the king of
Israel has hired the Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack us!” 7 So they got up and fled in the
dusk and abandoned their tents and their horses and donkeys. They left the camp as it was
and ran for their lives.

 The men who had leprosy reached the edge of the camp, entered one of the tents and ate

and drank. Then they took silver, gold and clothes, and went off and hid them. They returned
and entered another tent and took some things from it and hid them also.
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' The gatekeepers shouted the news, and it was reported within the palace.

'2 The king got up in the night and said to his officers, “I will tell you what the Arameans
have done to us. They know we are starving; so they have left the camp to hide in the
countryside, thinking, ‘They will surely come out, and then we will take them alive and get
into the city.””

'3 One of his officers answered, “Have some men take five of the horses that are left in the
city. Their plight will be like that of all the Israelites left here yes, they will only be like all
these Israelites who are doomed. So let us send them to find out what happened.
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"3Your hands made me and formed me;give me understanding to learn your commands.

"4 May those who fear you rejoice when they see me,for | have put my hope in your word.
"5 | know, Lord, that your laws are righteous,and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me.
"5 May your unfailing love be my comfort,according to your promise to your servant.

" Let your compassion come to me that | may live,for your law is my delight.

May the arrogant be put to shame for wronging me without cause;

"8 but | will meditate on your precepts.

"® May those who fear you turn to me,
those who understand your statutes.

0 May | wholeheartedly follow your decrees, that | may not be put to shame.
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89 Your word, Lord, is eternal;it stands firm in the heavens.
%0 Your faithfulness continues through all generations;
you established the earth, and it endures.
"L Your laws endure to this day,for all things serve you.
2 If your law had not been my delight,
I would have perished in my affliction.
3 | will never forget your precepts,
for by them you have preserved my life.
4 Save me, for | am yours;
I have sought out your precepts.
% The wicked are waiting to destroy me,
but I will ponder your statutes.

% To all perfection | see a limit,but your commands are boundless.
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37 You are righteous, Lord,

and your laws are right.
38 The statutes you have laid down are righteous;

they are fully trustworthy.
139 My zeal wears me out,

for my enemies ignore your words.
140Y our promises have been thoroughly tested,

and your servant loves them.
41 Though | am lowly and despised,

I do not forget your precepts.
142°Y our righteousness is everlasting

and your law is true.

43 Trouble and distress have come upon me,
but your commands give me delight.

144 Your statutes are always righteous; give me understanding that | may live.
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